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See how bond dollars
are put to work improving 
schools district-wide
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 AESD Takes Top Honors
 in Choice Awards

Avondale Elementary School District received a number of awards 
in the 2023 Best of the West Awards, and the 2023 Best of the 
Desert Choice Awards!  Top honors include the following:

2023 Best of the West Awards
   • Best School District
   • Best Elementary School: Desert Thunder School placed in      the TOP 3 for Best Elementary School
   • Best Elementary Teacher:  Amanda Houser, Centerra      Mirage STEM Academy
   • Best High School Teacher: Amy Lowe, Governing Board 
     Member

2023 Best of the Desert Choice Awards
   • Best Public School
   • Best Public School Finalist: Wildflower Accelerated Academy
   • Best Place to Work
   • Best Preschool
   • Best Childcare at Wildflower Preschool

AESD is a top rated, award-winning school district serving students 
in preschool through eighth grade with several specialty programs in 
Goodyear and Avondale.  Come be a part of the 

Best School District in 
the West Valley! 

Enroll Today!

Apply Today!

https://az50000579.schoolwires.net/Page/281
https://az50000579.schoolwires.net/Page/281
https://az50000579.schoolwires.net/Page/96
https://az50000579.schoolwires.net/Page/96
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Building 
Our Future 

BOND 
DOLLARS 
AT WORK
Thanks to the support of the AESD community in voting 
for and passing a bond election in 2013, the district was 
able to use bond funding for much needed improvements 
to school campuses.  

Over the past 10 years, bond projects included the following:

Enhanced Safety and Security Measures 

• Security cameras on campuses
• Video doorbells for single point of entry at all front offices
• Electronic key access for main points of entry at schools including    school hallways
• Slit windows in classroom doors
• Emergency notification system connected to each classroom 
  through an audio enhancement system

 
Site Improvements, Renovations, & Vehicles

• Replacement of HVAC systems
• Enhancements to school buildings, roofs, carpet, flooring, exterior/
  interior painting, playgrounds, athletic fields, cafeterias/kitchens,
  restrooms, perimeter fencing, landscaping, shade structures, and
  cabinetry
• Purchase of 18 school buses
• School marquees

Thank you for continuing 
to support AESD, which 

enables the district 
to enhance security 
measures, renovate 

schools and facilities, 
and purchase vehicles to 

transport students.

New perimeter fencing at 
Michael Anderson School
built with bond funding
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 Enhancing the Education   
 Profession with NIET2023

 School Improvement
 Bond Proposal

AESD is seeking approval of a 
$75 million bond to further in-
crease safety and security at 
campuses, maintain existing fa-
cilities, construct new schools, 
and purchase furniture, equip-
ment, technology, and school 
buses. The estimated average 
annual tax rate for the proposed 
bond authorization is $0.4800 
per $100 of net assessed valua-
tion used for secondary property 
tax purposes. The bond would 
support our 6,000 students and 
all school campuses.  Voters last 
approved a bond in November 
2013.

If approved, the bond funding 
would be used to…
• Improve safety and security on school campuses
• Replace, repair and maintain aging facilities
• Build new facilities to accommodate growth
• Buy furniture, equipment, technology, and school buses

• Purchase land and facilities for a new school

This is an all mail-in election.  The last day to mail 
back early ballots is October 31 or ballots may be 
dropped off at a ballot center on November 7.

VOTE

READ THE BOND FACT SHEET

Concrete slabs for bleachers 
were installed at two school 
sites to enhance the safety 
of visitors attending games.
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 Enhancing the Education   
 Profession with NIET Preparing for a    

  Future      
  School Site

Last year, AESD was proud to open a new park that not only serves 
the community, but will be the playground for a future school.  
President’s Park is located on Harrison Street, west of Cotton Lane, 
and was the first phase of preparing the area to accommodate for 
student growth and a new school.
 
AESD celebrated the opening with a ribbon cutting ceremony, along 
with Governing Board members, administrators, Goodyear Mayor 
Pizzillo and residents! This long-awaited project will benefit both the 
Avondale and Goodyear communities, and AESD looks forward to 
further enhancing the area by building new facilities with future bond 
dollars.
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 Enhancing the Education   
 Profession with NIET

NIET Founder’s Award Goes To...

AESD is proud to have been se-
lected as one of three partner 
districts in Arizona to collaborate 
with the National Institute for 
Excellence in Teaching (NIET) 
to build the teaching profession.  
NIET was awarded a three-year 
$16 million grant from the federal 
Teacher and School Leader In-
centive Program to help grow and 
retain teachers and school lead-
ers.

The project, AZ PRIME (Arizona 
Prioritizing Recruitment/Retention 

and Induction to Maximize Equi-
ty) will help the partner districts 
recruit and retain experienced, 
certified, effective, and diverse ed-
ucators.  It will also provide sup-
port for new teachers and improve 
school environments. Dr. Joshua 
Barnett, NIET CEO, stated, “I am 
excited to work with these innova-
tive districts to serve as exempla-
ry models of how more effective 
staffing structures can increase 
the quality of classroom teaching 
and learning. Leveraging teacher 
leaders to create excellence in 

every classroom for every student 
is urgently needed for Arizona 
schools, and these districts are 
prepared to lead the way.”  Ac-
cording to Dr. Betsy Hargrove, 
Avondale Superintendent, “This 
support, in partnership with NIET, 
will help us continue to elevate 
impactful classroom teaching and 
ensure that every student has the 
opportunity to pursue their future 
without limits.” 

Desert Thunder School was 
awarded the 2023 National In-
stitute for Excellence in Teach-
ing Founder’s Award and a 
grand prize of $50,000! Desert 
Thunder received the Founder’s 
Award because it exemplifies
NIET’s principles to build educa-
tor excellence and advance stu-
dent success. Desert Thunder 
is the third school in AESD to be 
nominated for this honor.

 

READ MORE ABOUT THE AWARD

https://www.niet.org/newsroom/show/video/2023-Founders-Award-Recipient-Desert-Thunder-School-Arizona#:~:text=Desert%20Thunder%20School%20in%20Avondale,and%20its%20%2450%2C000%20grand%20prize
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AESD was awarded $1,068,646.97 
through Governor Hobbs’ Edu-
cational Disparity and Teacher 
Development grant.  The fund-
ing will help the district address 
student learning loss as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
support teachers in the develop-
ment of evidence-based practic-
es for instruction.

The district plans to hire people 
to fill multiple intervention posi-
tions at three schools, as well as 
lead teacher positions to sup-
port brand new teachers to the 
profession. AESD will also pur-
chase supplies to supplement 
the district-adopted curriculum in 
science, mathematics and gifted 
education. Funds will also pay 
for professional development 
and consultant work in coach-
ing teachers in evidence-based 
practices in science, mathe-
matics and reading.
  
AESD is grateful for this grant 
funding which will directly impact 
students and their academic 
success. 

Governor Hobbs Awards AESD with More   
Than $1 Million in Grant Funding

        AESD Represents at the MASTER’s Institute

AESD was asked to share their 
Kids At Hope Artwalk at the 
2023 MASTER’s Institute Idea 
Fair. The MASTER’s Institute is 
an annual gathering of leaders in 
the fields of education, youth de-
velopment, and juvenile justice 
and is recognized for sharing the 
latest information about hope, 
optimism, success, and resilien-
cy centered around the Kids At 
Hope philosophy.
 
AESD has engaged the Kids At 
Hope framework over the past 
13 years as a foundation in be-
lieving, connecting and time trav-
eling with students. AESD stu-
dents are surrounded by adults 
who believe in them and make 

ongoing connections to support 
their “dreams for the future.” The 
framework ensures all AESD 
students know they are Kids At 
Hope! 

Due to AESD’s continued work 
with Kids At Hope, AESD has be-
come a model district and was 
invited to participate in the MAS-
TER’s Institute Idea Fair. The 
fair provides an opportunity for 
school districts to learn from oth-
ers on ways to implement Kids 
At Hope. AESD showcased the 
Annual Student Artist Art Walk of 
Hope to share one way they instill 
the belief, principles and practic-
es that support the success of all 
children…no exceptions!

Goodyear Mayor Pizzillo visits Desert Star to 
encourage students to attned school every day.
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Students Honored for Earning Perfect Scores 
on the AASA

Safety is a major focus in AESD, and 
over the last several weeks school safe-
ty committees partnered with the Avon-
dale and Goodyear police departments 
as they practiced lockdown procedures.
 
Lockdown drills provide opportunities 
for students and staff to prepare for 
emergency situations, and allow for po-
lice officers to strengthen their positive 
relationships with students and staff.  
We appreciate the collaboration of local 
law enforcement as we work together to 
ensure the safety and security of school 
campuses.

Preparing for 
Emergencies 

with Local Law 
Enforcement

Thirty-six students were recognized by AESD’s Governing Board for 
earning perfect scores on the annual Arizona’s Academic Standards 
Assessment (AASA). Of these outstanding high-performers, a 
number of students knocked it out of the ballpark with multiple 
perfect scores including:

 • Two students received perfect scores on both the ELA and 
    math tests
 • Two students earned perfect scores on the ELA test for two  
    consecutive years
 • Six students earned perfect scores on the math test for
   two consecutive years
 • Four students earned perfect scores on the math test for 
   three consecutive years
 
The statewide achievement test is given to all students in third 
through eighth grade each year in April, and it measures how 
students perform in math and English language arts. It is no easy 
task to earn 100% on this test, and AESD is incredibly proud of the 
hard work and effort displayed by these students.
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Parents/Families’ Small Business Networking 
Group

Superintendent Betsy Hargrove recently started a new venture to 
connect and provide networking opportunities with parents/families 
who own small businesses within the district. AESD recognizes the 
power of collective impact and that it takes everyone to ensure the 
limitless future for students. Bringing AESD family-owned businesses 
together will provide a new avenue to reach those outcomes.
 
If you have a small family-owned business and are interested in 
connecting with other small businesses within AESD, simply click 
the registration button on the right to provide your business contact 
information. AESD is planning multiple networking events, and a 
district representative will connect with you in the near future.

Click to Register... 
AESD’s Parents/Families’ Small 

Business Networking Group

        Third Graders Receive College Scholarships

Seventy-two third grade students 
and their families received a 
SURPRISE of a lifetime. Third 
graders at Michael Anderson 
School (MAS) were awarded 
College Promise Scholarships, 
from the Rosztoczy Foundation, at 
a surprise announcement in May. 
This is the second year in a row for 
Michael Anderson third graders (af-
ter the inaugural cohort graduated 
from high school in 2021).
 
The Rosztoczy Foundation believes 
all students should be afforded the 
opportunity to attend higher level 
education without financial bar-
riers. One of the tenets of AESD’s 
success is to have children believe 
in themselves, connect with car-
ing adults and envision their fu-
ture. Superintendent Dr. Betsy 

Hargrove said, “The opportunity 
to know in third grade that college 
is paid for through the Rosztoczy 
Foundation, removes any obstacle 
to reaching that goal.”
 
AESD is grateful to the Rosztoczy 
Foundation for providing this in-
credible opportunity for MAS stu-
dents and thank them for providing 
an avenue for students to achieve 
their dreams of obtaining a college 
education.

C

ollege Promis

e

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqmyBl36Kd9e2d7CBNmIGuVm2mryQxLZYuo0bMkrnG2Jas8w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqmyBl36Kd9e2d7CBNmIGuVm2mryQxLZYuo0bMkrnG2Jas8w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqmyBl36Kd9e2d7CBNmIGuVm2mryQxLZYuo0bMkrnG2Jas8w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqmyBl36Kd9e2d7CBNmIGuVm2mryQxLZYuo0bMkrnG2Jas8w/viewform
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AESD ConnectED is published for 
community members, parents,

students and staff of the
Avondale Elementary School District 
quarterly throughout the school year.

EDITOR
Linda Jeffries

Director of Communications & Public Relations

SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Betsy Hargrove

GOVERNING BOARD
Mark Gonzales, President

Robert Vernier, Vice President
Elizabeth Canchola, Member

Amy Lowe, Member
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